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¥4 Professor James Ferguson”
Social Philosophy and Analysis of Work Entitled “Give a Man a Fish”
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Abstract

The objective of this academic article was to understand the society based on the philosophy in
order to realize which paradigm, standpoint or framework has been used to describe what to be studied
as well as consistently explain the happening phenomena, from the paradigm of ontology, epistemology
to methodology, and transfer knowledge and produce knowledge to be legitimately accepted in academic
area. A case study has been raised to convey the work of Professor James Ferguson reflecting the truth of
society from existing beliefs and internal assumptions including the need to distribute resources fairly. Based
on prior experience, the African society has an inequality of the economy and that led to unsatisfactory
growth rate of the country as it should be. Ferguson placed his utmost emphasis on language and discourse
regarding either “politics” or “distribution”. This led to the author's conclusion that Ferguson’s framework
used to consider and interpret this phenomenon is the attempt to argue against the neo-liberal economy of
Africa. Based on his thought, the most efficient tool to solve the problems and maximize the public benefits
is the financial grant policy to the public in the hope of restoring the economy and ultimately distributing
existing resources to the community. The state is not the most important party. But it’s the awareness of
people who defend to protect their resources and force the government to manage for public benefits

instead of their own interest.

Keywords: social philosophy, paradigm, society, Africa
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