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Abstract

The descriptive was to explore elders’accessibility to medical care. Fifty- three elders
werepurposively recruited from ProngmaduaSubdistrict, NakhonPathom province. The questionnaires
which were developed by researchers were used for data collection which was implemented between
September to December 2012. Data were analyzed by descriptive statistics and Chi- square. The results
revealed that most of the subjects were female, finished elementary school, married, lived with their
family especially with their descendants. The average age of the subjects was 71.2 years. Majority of
them had chronicillnesses, the common ones were hypertension and diabetes mellitus. Majority of them
could still very well perform basic activity daily living and instrumental activities of daily living. In term of

medical care utilization in the previous year, the subjects went to the Prongmadua promoting
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hospitalwhen they had mild illnessbecause of closed distance and their acquaintance with the hospital
personnel .When they had more severe illnesses they went to the NakhonPathom hospital where was
not far from their house and that they trusted the capability of the NakhonPathom hospital and health
team in looking after them. The subjects were satisfied with Prongmadua promoting hospital in all
aspects. In case of the NakhonPathom hospital where many patients attending Out-Patient-Department,

the subjects were not satisfied with longer waiting time.
Keywords: accessibility to medical care, elders in community
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* P<0.05
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