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Abstract

This article presents the development of a numerical model to investicate Knee-Brace Moment
Frames (KBMFs) subjected to cyclic loading. The KBMF system integrates the seismic resistant characteristics
of Moment Resisting Frames (MRFs) and Eccentrically Braced Frames (EBFs). This structural system utilizes
short and stocky braces to resist seismic actions. The analytical results obtained from the numerical
simulation were validated against experimental data of KBMF specimens under cyclic loading. The
comparison demonstrates that the proposed analytical model can satisfactorily predict the structural
response. Consequently, this modeling approach can be effectively utilized for the analysis and design of
KBMF structural systems in the future.

This study presents the comprehensive numerical model development and validation using
SeismoStruct to investigate the non-linear behavior of Knee-Brace Moment Frames (KBMFs) and Buckling-
Restrained Knee Braces (BRKBs) subjected to cyclic loading and non-linear static (Pushover) analysis. The
KBMF configuration functions as a primary structural fuse that dissipates seismic energy through short,
dedicated bracing members while preserving the structural integrity of primary beams and columns. A 2D
non-linear analytical model was constructed utilizing lumped plasticity formulations coupled with fiber-
section discretized elements to accurately capture material and geometric non-linearities. The reliability of
the numerical frame model was rigorously verified against experimental testing data using quantitative
metrics, including lateral peak load, initial elastic stiffness, and total cumulative dissipated energy. The
comparative evaluation demonstrated exceptional consistency; relative errors between numerical
predictions and physical experiments were 2.97% - 3.73% for ultimate strength, 5.33%$ for initial stiffness,
and 8.31%S for energy dissipation, well within an acceptable threshold of 8.5%. The proposed modeling
methodology proves to be a robust and viable analytical framework for the seismic design and retrofitting

of steel frame structures.

Keywords: Numerical modeling, Moment-resisting frames, Cyclic loading, Knee-Brace Moment Frame (KBMF)

system, Pushover Analysis, Seismic resistance, Buckling-Restrained Brace (BRB), Semi-rigid connections
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Al 1 Hysteretic Curves for Brace with Different End Conditions

flun: Black et al. [9]
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Al 2 Hysteretic Curves for Brace with Different End Conditions

fian: Black et al. [9]
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Srechai et al.[1] laatiun1sAnwimaaedlaenisnagauadulbuuinidng (cyclic testing) Tnadinis
nviegrmegeunrtinmisiviuasyinguieldlunsuSsuiisunuandfvesiiegrmaaauiiiantduans

Wlumnsnei 2

719799 2 Auaulivesnandadentmageunealiniseaaeumduduuuingdng (cyclic testing)

Jszum ANYAUTVLNNA VDT UFIU L/r b/t
Slender brace Aaes L 25x25x3 133.87 8.3
Stocky brace AvAeunan 75x75%4.5 2281 16.7

Nan1sNaEeUAITuYran (Slender Brace) Tudag1annd 3 wansliiiuinidsdunssdnvesmdulusau

Y
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9 AAAINAIDINLAAZ TOUNITIULTS Iuﬁqmﬁmaﬂmuﬂ’uwmaaﬂ (Plastic Hinge) fiftenansvestudiu duwaliigs
fuussluuuunudsnsdalndifesnsd Arduriaianunsnsesiunisussuidawatadin (Ductility Demand) Iilu
sEAuge widnvegyidsidauwaziinisaaiendsau (Energy Dissipation) Wisadntioesafiiuainns Hysteresis
loop Tumansafuduanduiisldnvas i (Stocky Brace) W@R4N15MBUAUBILUY Hysteresis 7iuANAIIAUOENS
Faau TnefimgAnssunsnovauesiifiafiosnmuaransnaaendsnldfundsionsnind 4 nsm Hysteresis
Loop MAntuflenuatiosuaziingfinssunistus (Pinching) Wiisndntiesdniinsanaswesidaiuusssavdain
15196 (Post-Buckling Strength) flaufiaziinnnsinssaaniedl (Local Buckling) fifisaidnifas vildrdssu
wsednvastunaaeunsdmlndifiesiumimdinsnvesmduneldusis [8]

Leelataviwat et al. [8] lavinn1sfnwngAnssumastatndninaaunrgurodlasaasnessuulasaun iy
(KBFs) wazn1518Adu (Knee Element) Aifiutidaiduguda | Taseonuuuliiinnisasinludadiduioin
uruRuln naannIsAnwInuUIINg Il Hysteretic Siadesnwlaidusn LAENUINTANISATINT UAILANTUIINLSS

AUABUILANVIAUS LIULHULD I TNVDINTNAA
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_15 L i i " . i i | .

-10.0 -5.0 0.0 5.0 10.0

Ara,

amdl 3 Hysteresis Response of a Slender Brace

'171'31'1: [1]
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Al A y

amdl 4 Hysteretic Response of Stocky Brace

ﬁm: [1]
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1) mﬁma’aﬁa%ﬁ (square tube)

2) Wann C (channel)

3) Wiy (flat bar)
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Drift (%)

ﬂ’lwﬁ 5 Hysteretic Response of Stocky Knee Brace

ﬁm: (5]
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8.1 Nsas1auUIIaa9laseasns (Structural Modeling)
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1. 9wawBunifuazanautitunudians (Geometric & Material Properties) iflelsin1sfinumaaes
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ﬂ' a aa Y o va o) (J
A13199 3: 31YRLLRYAUR YUIRA LALANAIUAIERNVBILUUINGDI KBMF

. . . . lugda WUUTIRY o)
DIADIANT VUINKRUINR LAIALRAN [AGNG NIl - ,
Bangu (E, (Material
(Component) (Section Size) (Steel Grade) (fy, MPa)
GPa) Model)
Steel
H-200x200x8
L& (Column) SM490 345 200 Menegotto-
x12mm
Pinto (stl_mp)
Steel
H-250x125
AU (Beam) SS400 235 200 Menegotto-
X6X9 mm
Pinto (stl_mp)
Knee Brace Flat Bar 50x9 Steel Bilinear
SS400 235 200
(BRKB) mm (Core) (stl_bl)

2. vualaTeasne AUNd19YNTOU (Span,L) = 3,000 mm, AIEITY (Story HeightH) = 2,000

mm, 3¥8EFAAGY Knee Brace = 600 mm 3Mn3AsaAU-Lan (w45 83e) [6]

o A e BRI R0 A8 P -1 ]
= Prom | e

v Convanis Restants Acoiedioads Loadeg Paes ToroetDeiaiorant Code bsed Chacta Porformanc Criia  eulrss Cult

Materan Sectirn. Semen Cones odes Benent

B Cokan et Ty
RS G maCB rhnD | dim o s o mesery ok 410

Bemencamy Secaen vame intagraton e secton Peves

Emmids  Grties [Rp—
- Pt ey n_sym. by oy 20590 1000 W09 W |
. ez ey et oL ., N6A0 LODNES0N LA |

Lo mm Force W4 Macs oeme Serss QP Aceelerstion: el

A 7 suiuulassa1andnw

8.2 Msmvuadan (Material Models: Steel)
Jaoildluuudiaesdie wan Fedinsmruangnssumeng Wy MASULIIR Anuwesen Nsdndy

warngfnssuilaiianislvavesian (Yielding)
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8.3 nsnuuneIAUszNaUlAT9E319 (Element Types)
1. AU (Beam) muduesussnouisunsea (Bending Moment) wagli53t2au (Shear Force) 210
hwiinusmnuazdsdenssludaan Tasvaluauasiimadegiidesanuasindundnlulusunsy SeismoStruct
auaunsasiaeslalasldesdusenau Finite Element wuu Beam-Column deflarmuanunsalunisinsies

wgRnssunuulidudaduvodlaseasne wu msgusa Msusnin wsen1slwavesian

2. @ (Column) ndussdusznauiidrdlunissuimnanausasusanssyiluwuais sudause
AU NNLEUAULA @RS ULSIOnLarusInn inageliused@nsninnisinassanlu SeismoStruct 14
Element LUy Nonlinear Beam-Column #vanansnianswgdnssuluanniefidusanniiudiidsvesiag (Post-
yield Behavior) 16t

3. mdudes (Knee Braces) Knee Braces Wuasdusenauiitniainanuundaussiudnaliiulasadn

Tnganizluszuulaseasnsinuusasuiulbn vvihfseussnudisanaulyduamsegiusn
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-

2

5
it

o *
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" .
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2R 8 Fuviia 9a Node va3lAseasng

tClasmes fodes Element Comectiity Consiramnts Restants Appbed (oads Loading Fhases  Target Displacement  Code-based Cheds  Performance Criteria  Analyss Outout

Eement ome  Bemert Class Node namefs) RigdDffsets  ForceMomentReesses  Ackiation TrelLF. %Q
bt 5 4 05 deg=000 020 san. 1D 1020

s 5t o5 o deg=0.00 02 000, 120 10

513 o1 6 07 deg=0.00 000 0.0 1620 1620 [Zl
b1t 5t o7 8 deg=000 a0 0.00.. 2 20

bLs b 8 0 deged.00 0.00 0.00. 1020 ie2 '}k
et a Nl 2 deg=0.00 020 000, 120 1220 L
a2 1 2 ) dege00 1 120 1220

a3 a n3 e deg=0.00 em e L
@1 a 412 011 deg=300 10 1020

@2 2 e t—— e 1

@3 a 210 19 deg=0 00 120 1220 | uosste 30
ab? dnjort ol o2 defeut defalt - 12 1e20 | Pt
gobs Sanel Zon.. o3 b defait defalt - - 30 1220
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8.4 NS nUANgANIsNYRIMTUTULUUINGDY
F0aANTINNANYULNITTURTITALAZ IR LUUTNTNT (Cyclic Tension-Compression) §einasie

ngAnssuTIMTaslAssasTluvasinwseuRulm

L3

| fj | W et marena properties =
stancpusny

o T e Paramatars for Code-based Chedks
ote: o e Comstuve. | @ Existing_Matarial New_Material
Hadee” Settngs e
o] Mot T s ot —
o
Mean s o
Add st =t
=
Lo bond Srensth [T 3R

dt ok Cancel e

Mot Propertes Sampe Plot
Wodus of eizstaty (672) [200.00 | Poeadeytioe suan

ittt a7 [p328 L o
8 a2

Strain hardering parameter (4 [0.08 il

Tarsiton curve i shage et € (2.0 . am

B am

Transion arve shape calbratng coeff, At () [18.50
Transion e shape calbratig coeff, A2 [0.15

Isotrcec hardering caltroting cocff. A3 () [0.01

%

Isairapichardening caltrating coeff, A4 [199
Froctireuddng stran () [0.20

Spedic et §2ijnm3) |7.6000000E 902

8 s
g

A7 10 A1 Parameter dAgvatUUTIa0s Tun1sivuangAnssuveaduy

8.5 N vunaflsznaulaseEsng
lun1sadwvuinaeddassaiaimeiinnginginssunelauwsasiviulmmisusinssinwuuigins
(Cyclic Loads) nmstdenUszinnussesAusznaulaseasng (Element Types) Aimnzanioidudunsuddgedada

eliuuuiassanunsauaningAnssuvedlasiaieasdlaognesgndesuasududinismvunngRnssuvesnusiads

S v oo

mi@?whwwmﬁmaﬁa@LLazﬁyuw fhnfinzaufungAnssunielduseseufanmiilo Tnelusiiinismoun
aerUsznoundnvastaseadaiedl

1. A (Beam) AudussAusynoufisunsasa (Moment) wazussidou (Shear Force) antwdnd
nszvhunlasasns uwazdsdiausslufuan lusuusassazld Nonlinear Beam-Column Elements G9a1un5auans
woRnssunuulidudadu wu n1sgusi n1stua (yielding) uazmsideguanis

2. 1@ (Column) wnvhminisuthninanauuaziminluuwie sudwseudnaenuruiulnld
p9AUTENBULUULA BN UATUAB Nonlinear Beam-Column Elements wadin15UsuAINs 181005 L ULngiu
woRnssuvenan Wy Aruudausduuuf anvanansolun1siunssdn waganuidesneliussseunginssuves
nnasoanuduadlaesivedlasadn

3. mifuide (Knee Braces) Ardufussiuszneufitreiiiumnuudausesiudndisulaseat Tnev
i uLssPauarussSniuUTdng (Cyclic Tension-Compression) nssiaasidululusinsa SeismoStruct #oq
mvusliansaasussinuineldegediussdninm swdsdinistmusanvauznginssuuu Buckling mnddu
ﬁwﬁuﬁma‘lmamqm‘awqaﬂssuwé”qa’mﬁ@m%’ulﬁmmszwimqa%wijaLﬁﬂLLiaLLciuﬁulm N13MNUABIAUTZNBUVDY
TnssadausiasUssianognsgniesasmanzan dnalaenssanantsiasgimsdmnssy msssaniimazay
annsateliuuuiassansoazieunginssuaiwedasasailomdyfunseag Tnsangluan1IgTulse 1wy

wruAuln
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8.6 N1331avArauazdasia (Joint and Connection Modeling)

1. qmcﬂ'amu-l,m (Beam-to-Column Connections) Lﬂuagml,%amswjﬂmﬁﬂﬁzﬂauLLmu@u (A1)

D

fuwasa (@) envdrassdusessowuunds (Rigid), Aauda (Semi-rigid) wSednneu (Hinged) Tuagiungfnssui
R9n1531A518ALUSLATY SeismoStruct aygynlimuuaA1AIuRTsvessesse (Rotational Stiffness) uay

WOANTIUBANEITA (Hysteresis) iiodnaosusainuazyuvyula

v
a0 o A

2. 9asiaAUAUATEY (Beam-to-Brace Connections) sinwululassas1eafifiAdudes (Knee Braces
%38 BRBs) N135918096 04A1 1 90ang AN IULIIA-w538AuuUTndng (Cyclic Tension-Compression) 598601111

aansauin buckling semsvaini Fsindudesimupamsidonan nvosusiiawazisadoudsnng 11 uay 12
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3. gasowmaniunaunin (Steel-Concrete Interface) dnwululaseas1swuunas (Composite
Structure) WU MuUMANINULNUABUNIARDITIABINgAnsTuMSBamilen 1wu ussdainig (Bond) nsaulea (Slip)

warAuudtlunsaeusssenieiagaesUseian

8.7 msmuuausinsziuazitoulefiisatas (Loading and Boundary Conditions)
AsisuAn1sEAsT (Gravity Loads) nnsyvasfiiduussiing uantunvedasiadses uazian
Usznauiinns wu A fu wifs w80 Tusiaesdae SeismoStruct aldmsimususenssyhadunufsiigadense
(Node) 19404AUTZNBU 19U AMULAZLAINTT
1. mM3fmuaksadudnauuTdng (Lateral Cyclic Loading Protocol) Liafiaszsingfnssuves
Tassahadlofionsuiuiulmvioussadudneiuan JULUUYBISMUUININT (Cyclic) amnIndedamnusnnsgu
LU FEMA 461 %38 ATC-24c SeismoStruct @11150A1AUARIILUU Dynamic 138 Displacement-controlled

Cyclic Loads 1]

' '
o A

2. 993035 (Support Conditions) 3nsasiuAsiiauluvadlasainiidninnisiafounyniieuss
(Node) 1y ndavansialunisinassenaldiieuly Fixed (Bauiw) LillviindoufinTonyy Pinned (nyulduslsl

o) Udeelvimyuldwilalliiadau Roller (Gouldfiade)indiouilunuisiule

8.8. N1331A519¥ (Analysis Procedure)
8.8.1 Nonlinear Static Analysis (Pushover Analysis)
Funeunishinsizii
1. Mafuvuaedaseaing aiuuuinaedaswainegsasildsauunouianesimunnuau s
FangRnssuesdinlsznaulaseadng wu au i waskds SsimadesuitlussesSaveguuasnanaiin
2. mefmuagULUUNSTULSS vusgUluun s uussiudneiidesnissiaes wu usswsiufulm Tage
Wamsuvandegwonies vy gaitimane vie Wivsnemandouil’ (Target Displacement) AiFasmslilassadiesuls
3. msﬁmi’wﬁsﬁgumuLL'ﬁﬂLﬁmwaﬂssﬁﬁwwﬁwaeﬁﬁwﬂﬁluﬂisﬁ'qdauﬂszﬂaUImﬂaé”m%"uLﬁa;s‘u

[

wanaRnifinnsasndulszneuiiiianisasnaznanedy ‘U1uﬁuwawaaﬂs‘z’iv&adﬁﬁﬂmimﬂmmmzﬁmms‘u
Tuudwanadinla

4. MsUFuUTUUUTIRes (teration) Waifngasorlulassasdliusulsuuuheesiiersmadsuutas
vedassadafiinnnnmsdesunanaiiniu nisusulssiasiliiansnsraslusndluddusznoudy

5. MylnTziseudall LﬁuLL‘iaﬂizﬁﬁwuﬁﬁwﬁﬂﬂ%ﬂluLLUUﬁwaaaﬁﬂ%'Uﬂjmé'a unTEmUABauTides
vidUsznaudu q Bufisnadegunanain hoinszuiu meUulsuUh s TinTeiidausidludes 1

6. MsagUna siunsdiaunseislassaisianuainn iR wioldsuuuunsivafidesns
firrsannsmanuansnveslassadns (Pushover Curve) dauansaudiiudssviussidingufunisadeui
vodlassane ileUssiiumuamnsalunsfunsariuiulmaesaseng

8.8.2 MyAszumauaueIneldusansiuuuining (Nonlinear Cyclic Static Analysis)

1. mstmunsgideun1siusansgyiuuuingins (Cyclic Load Protocol Definition): Ussandldiuss

nspyiuuIueui sdunundanludnuarnisaiunuszeiad eua (Displacement-Controlled) ANLASIY

v v
o W o o 1

FEMA 461 Tnaufinsesusnsnaiunisionsa (Drift Ratio) WU sudu daus 0.20%, 0.50%, 0.75%, 1.00%, 1.50%,
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v

2.00%, 3.00%, Ui 4.00% lnglundazsyiunuenadu (Amplitude) awvin1sliusanseyigisuau 2 sou (2
Cycles per Amplitude) \osraemansznumnaudilananainazau (Plastic Fatigue)

2. millismamalmﬂu@qLé’uiuv!ﬂﬁﬁgunm (Sub-step lterative Computation): TUsunsuaLduns
ﬁmmmauaumLLUU%umaunmqﬂmu (Pseudo-Time Steps) Insutissedunaadouieendutunsugen (Sub-
steps) FafuimATiANISLAANNITUUY Newton-Raphson Iteration (lUsznanaaunaveusiniglusidoinsuas
msnginssuliifudaduresiagmaniunng Jomsvesnsnanuazi

3. N33180INANTINTAMOITAVDIIABIANT (Constitutive Hysteretic Behavior):

AILLASLENAN: enanUsINgn1sal Bauschinger Effect Nuuud1aes Steel Menegotto-Pinto Model (stl_mp)
LﬁaiﬁﬁuﬁﬂmiLﬂéﬂuuﬂaqmm%’mmzmmLLG?Nm%qsLumiﬁmLﬁam?{auﬁﬂmqmﬁuLLsn"lﬁa&hqgﬂéfaa MU BRKB:
ai”naaumu%’mmLLmLmuﬁmsaﬂuLmué’ugamimzﬁ’a vilisunssisuazusdaldoguaumnns ldiianisdeanin
yoardaiesninnislianiz Buckling Failure)

4. MITUNinNanaUAU LAz 1IN INTUTAOST4 (Hysteresis Loop Generation): TufinA1LLsa
UiTendudnadigiu (P) uazszesindousafivonainis (A) lunndumsteaest wethanadansmaruduius
SEWINUTAULUaEIRS1@IUNS U@ (Lateral Load vs. Drift Ratio Hysteresis Curve)

5. n1sAuIFIF AU (Quantitative Metrics Extraction): Yndeyaissoudameiaaiilaly

1o v W v

AwnmAmMiwesitalinaniieldilsuifsuiunanisnageuase laud Mdssuusigegaiufuazaiugn

'
a v o

(P tension) Uag P, comp)anuuduniadudu (K) nanudulutidanguisuiunisaaendsnuayansiy
(Ey) Wnenisauiumiiui Uadeuldnsinieseudameidaarauynsaunisnagaun 1835y sannsideiaiay

(Numerical Integration)

9. HaN1SANYN
PINMINALILVUTAsE M UMz ingAnssuvesderelaswasiundndvasnindeanieldussadau
fiame nuinuuaesiadduausaasteunginssuvestedelasiaiundnldos sl mazivsyansam
TaonanisU3suiiisuszninsmilldannuuudiassiuteya nsmeaeusisluriesu fiRnsuandiiiuin wuudaes
anansavhiuneAnsiasugy (Displacement) uazussiidosiaduld (Load) lelndiAsatudiialdase
INMINATIERRVUTIABUTIANAY 2 HfdI8 SeismoStruct Lisuiuran snageuluiesdfusins nsu

< ' Y

APUFUITUSIENINUTIAUTN (Lateral Load) Audnsinislensa (Drift Ratio) #3052 8z1AaaUAY (Displacement)

o o

WARINEANISUBAMDITE (Hysteresis) NapnnannuagaiitodAgy

v
U S a

9.1 MsIeuiieudyinleUsunm (Quantitative Metrics)
WiunsEAUNSEUIUAUNABIYBIMUUTIADY A51N 4 asunisiSeuliisudauTunsening

NAYIAFDUISILALNAIINNNTINABITIAILAY
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¥
o

A5199 4: N15LUSEUTBUAIY TALTaUS LS EMI AN SNAZBUBAL WUUI1ADITIFLAY

Fa B eUSanay nanagaaulu NAYINLUUTIA09 ARIRN wWosidud
(Quantitative WoIU AT (Exp.) (SeismoStruct) (Difference) ANAAALAREY
Metrics) (% Error)
1. Adefuusegean 124.50 kN 128.20 kN +3.70 kN +2.97%
AR (P
tension)
2. Masuusagegn -118 kN -122.40 kN -4.40 kN +3.73%

FUDA (P, COMP)
3. anundanss 8.45 kN/mm 8.90 kN/mm +0.45 kN/mm +5.33%
Sudu (<)
4. waNUAaaEL 14.20 kN-m 15.38 kN-m +1.88 kN-m +8.31%

534 (Ey)

INHANITIUTBUTBUNUIT AUAAIALAG 8Y (% Error) Y0annunIndaA1n1ndn 8.5% Faszylein
wuUS1aes SeismoStruct AMALNTY @ansavhuengRnssuidsiunssgean aruuldanis warAnuansatunis

andundsnulisgrauiuganumanianssulasadng

10. unagy (Conclusions)

unAudtauenstauLusasndeiaay 2 SadeTusunsy SeismoStruct \ioRnwimgAnsuves
Tassiuusaiaaiuaiuuinndons (KBVP) uazendududinisnazi (BRKB) neldusenssshuuuiging (Cyclic
Loading) aqﬂmaiﬁﬁaﬁ:

1. wuudaendadiaviildasAusenau Nonlinear Beam-Colurnn Element wae Truss Element $2aiu
wWUUdaeeian stl_mp ausaviunengfnssuneuausidane3davesssuy KBMF lalndifisaiunanismaaeuas

2. MInTAB LIS AnwAaIaladon (% Error) vesrdsfulssgagauazeuudauniaFusiuey
W8 2.97% - 5.33% u,azmwmammﬁawuaamiamawé’muaxauagjﬁ 8.31%$ %aag’lwnm%sau%ﬂﬁ

3. 53UV BRKB vt lufndlasadegsfiuseaniaim dreaarendsuwiuiulm wazUntona
wazaumanldlminaudemenns

4. wmanssasadinauiviauet awnsaldlifueiedlofindedelumsinssitazosnuuy

TA598519 KBMF wag BRKB dwsuauiaminssulasasisdumuauaulmluauins
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