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Abstract 

 

The article “ John Locke and the New Truth of Empiricism in the Context of Scientific Revolution” 
aims to study the Idea on empiricism of Locke. The result showed that John Locke was an empirical 

philosopher who believed that sense was the central tool for the creation of a collection of knowledge. His 

thoughts were confirmed through the book "An Essay Concerning Human Understanding" which focuses on 

empirical epistemology knowledge arising during the scientific revolution. This is an important movement of 

the new knowledge revolution of the 17th century western scholars. The results of the scientific revolution 

played a critical role in supporting the legitimacy of experiential knowledge-based education, which is what 

scientists take so far. Meanwhile these streams of thought also passed on to the philosophers of that time. 
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  An essay concerning human understanding 

 
  ” ”

    An essay concerning human understanding 

  4    Of Innate Notions  ( )  Of 

Idea ( )  Of Words ( )  Of Knowledge and Opinion  (

)  

  Of Innate Notions 

   Of Innate Notions  “

”  Innate Notions  17   
/ /  

 “It is established opinion  among some men,  that there are in the 

understanding certain innate principles ; some primary notions, characters, as it were, stamped upon the mind 

of man , which the soul receives in its very first being, and brings into the world with it” Winkler [3]   
  innate idea 

  
  Discourse on Method  

  Jolley [4]  
   

    
 5  

 
  (I think, therefore I am)6  

      “ ”  
 

  Of Innate Notions   
 

 
  Anstey [1]  

 “ ” 

 Tabula Rasa   
  Whence has it all the 

materials of reason and knowledge? To this I answer, in one word, From experience : in that all our 

knowledge is founded, and from that it ultimately derives itself  Winkler [3]   
   Of Innate Notions 
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  (empty cabinet) 

  Jolley [4]  
 ( )  

 

 “For, first, it is evident, that all children and idiots have not the least apprehension or though of 

them ; and the want of that is enough to destroy that universal assent, which must needs be the necessary 

concomitant of all innate truths : it seeming to me near a contradiction to say, that there are truths imprinted 

on the soul which it perceives or understands not ; imprinting, if it signify anything, being nothing else but the 

making certain truths to be perceived. For to imprint anything on the mind, without the mind’ perceiving it, 

seems to me hardly intelligible.” Winkler [3]   
 

  

 An essay concerning human understanding  “ ” (Of Idea)  
   5  

    innate idea 

 Jolley [4]   
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 Tabula Rasa    2   
“Our observation , employed either about external sensible objects, or about the internal operation of our 

minds, perceived and reflected on by ourselves, is that which supplies our understanding with all the 

materials of thinking. These two are the fountains of knowledge, from whence all the ideas we have, or can 

naturally have, do spring” Winkler [3]      
  2     

 /   (sensation)   5      
    5  Anstey [1]  

    
    

  5 

 “This great source of 

most the ideas we have, depending wholly upon our senses, and derived by them to the understanding, I call 

sensation” Winkler [3]   
 5  

     (reflection) 

 ( )   “The other fountain, from which experience furnisheth 

the understanding with idea , is the perception of the operations of our own minds whitin us, as it is 

employed about the ideas it has got ; which operations, when the soul comes to reflect on and consider, do 

furnish and understanding with another set of ideas which could not be had from thing without ; and such 

are perception , thinking , doubting, believing, reasoning , knowing, willing , and all the different actings of our 

own minds ; which we, being conscious of, and observing in ourselves, do from these receive into  our 

understanding as distinct ideas, as we do from bodies affecting our senses.” Winkler [3]   
 (

)  [
 5 ]   

  Jolley [4]  
  

 (     )  
 /

/    (…this Refection the ideas it affords 

being such only as mind gets by reflecting on its own operations within itself.) Winkler [3]   
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   For I judge it as certain and clear a truth as can any where 

be delivered, that “the invisible things of God are clearly seen from the creation of the world, being 

understood by the things that  are made , even his eternal power and Godhead” Winkler [3]  
 (first cause) 

 

  An essay concerning human understanding 

  
  An essay concerning human understanding 
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  19   (Immanuel Kant) 
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