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Traumatic History and Its Devastating Impacts in The Absolutely True Diary of a

Part-Time Indian
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Abstract

The purpose of this academic paper is to explore historical aspects concerning the Native Americans
and European settlers who migrated to an American continent where the Native Americans had been living
for more than ten thousand years. It also explores their pain and grief as a result of European settler
colonialism which led to reducing the native population by ninety percent from pre-colonial times. The paper
analyzes the American Indians’ life in the Spokane Indian reservation which Sherman Alexie depicts in his
young adult fiction The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian. This academic paper aims to point out
how the traumatic history devastatingly affects the Spokanes’ life and how their despair significantly leads to

Junior’s decision to search for a better chance in life.

Keywords: Native Americans, the traumatic history, the Spokane Indian Reservation
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2. winaziiouvigluuszifaans
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 17255005508 URS ATV TATIwesuuy aidnd

fenentinveunluwnanuduifsualuuauinuiazamdndoqiesdadufunuveseidnd anm@inauiduey
vosymauifudufulunanuasioulifiuimndutin arufuniiludin uasmsuedlidiunmAvowmes s
Hunasnanuinuradilsdnlulasndsy Bmanssulne efvuiuieteusfude s dayundunamansdes Ududus
yglsUisihuinfiououremusiaronemdnndtugiululanlmiidohewsnilugsanssed 15 fuwau
ouwiniusudafivuiufiosodvegilunaiuniuduiugs fududevnglsufonsndruiisfuaimias
AsDUATOITIRLIRORIELS Y ﬁaLﬁmmwiaé’ua'a%aﬁmmuLLamﬁ"‘wmﬂsﬁsimmaiwdwaszjuﬁuul,ﬁaaam’%ﬁuuasﬁawawmn
glsusewingd a.6.1600-1850 aaglsusnnuummandsivadundienanieuluniveusnuasivasd uauiiveny
omasluSshunumane unnuewiu duduulsssinsvesuiiuiiesenitufianasesnwmmannudndiuan
Humdnuauauilugdondrmieuiumyanedaiussuiiuiiesei3iu Lewy (2004) stated the following :

Thus, according to Ward Churchill, a professor of ethnic studies at the

University of Colorado, the reduction of the North American Indian

population from an estimated 12 million in 1500 to barely 237,000 in 1900

represents a ‘vast genocide..., the most sustained on record.” By the end of

the 19" century, writes David E. Stannard, a historian at University of Hawaii,

native Americans had undergone the ‘worst human holocaust the world had

ever witnessed, roaring across two continents non-stop for four centuries and

consuming the lives of countless tens of millions of people’ (p. 1).

AsfiauRnninssiroruiudosouifuivasnsu NSHMINY MIaemaUILa TMUsITU NTAATDS
FAURAZNTNEINTVRININGN According to Jie (2020 , “After the independence of the United States was
recognized by the Great Britain in 1783, American settlers began their century-long westward expansion, largely
by exterminating Native Americans and conquesting their lands. The US Government authorized more than 150
wars, attacks and raids on Indians” (p. 1).

°

uammmuﬁmﬁmaLzﬁﬁ’uwgﬂﬁzjwmaLﬂuﬁwmumml,é’amm@;mﬁ y3nusznsuileivilsidaussnnsou
fludiesewituanasninfesay 90 A nsundszuinvadlsaiey Afisdugurnglsviiduluniveninide
Denevan (1992) pointed out that “The list of infectious diseases that spread from the Old World to the New
is long: the major killers include smallpox, measles, whooping cough, chicken pox, bubonic plague, typhus,
and Malaria” (p. 5). mﬁmﬁaﬂaLsﬁﬁ’umﬁaaQiumﬁﬂam%mmmuﬁuwﬁ'u%LLazlﬂé’%mﬁuaawmﬁﬁhjﬁﬁwﬁa
Debynes (1983) stated that “before the invasion of peoples of the New World by pathogens that evolved
among inhabitants of the Old World, Native Americans lived in a relatively disease-free environment...” (p.

34). winwwdudedinduduounin Wesnlddgddiuniulsamanil (Nunn and Qian, 2010, p. 165). ¥n
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UseTimansunaudoinadeiisvemuiudesoussunnlsamariidudnuminoununsdasiiugueseuionn
Lewy (2004) described the genocidal aspect:

“To some, however, this is enough In itself to warrant the term genocide.

David Stannard, for instance, states that just as jews who died of disease

and starvation in the ghettoes are counted among the victim of the

Holocaust, Indians who died of introduced diseases were as much the

victims of the Euro — American genocidal war as were those burned or

stabbed or hacked or shot to death, or devoured by hungry dogs” (p. 3).

Usesunsuinounst uledudiunumddylunsléngmnadueaissdielumsiuldsuiiuiioseussulioon
Nnifuvesn ezt lueglulnanuiisguiadalils: “When Andrew Jackson became the president (1829-
1837), he decided to build a systematic approach to Indian removal.. To achieve his purpose, Jackson
encouraged Congress to adopt the Removal Act of 1830” (Indian Treaties and the Removal Act of 1830, p. 1).
msUsenelingmnsatuiidesalfsmiudesousfudiosgapdofuwuiiduresussmyguiidunearo fuuiuiy
vilud wagsosgaydedindudnoumn dlesnludumsdiuiiudloseusfulfifiowdeuieludunanusuioy
WINPT OUNTEY AUAILDADEN Wolsauwaznsifuthe: According to Roos (2019), “Food was scarce and disease
ran rampant on the overland routes as well, which proceeded in spite of lethal cold or searing heat for more
than 1,000 miles (1,609 kilometers) ...A Choctaw leader described the experience to an Alabama newspaper
as “a trail of tears and death’” (p. 3). MsiAAOUIBUNUTeteNSAUlUMUE UMY doulummaziiiouuiyy
ﬁa%wmmw%uiﬁﬁumnLﬁumuﬁq{h’qﬂ’u Roos (2009) quoted Smithers on the trauma: “...the traumatic legacy
of the Trail of Tears still reverberates within tribal communities. Tragically, it wouldn’t be the last time that
the U.S. government imposed its will on native peoples, just one of the worst” (p. 3).

Wl p.m.1850 Fuenidia Fadurmiuigmefisuazgiiivluiauns fuanidsanievessiinilinaiidos
woasmauwslousn Iadoud Tuduiissanowsiuuounngliuninsnmeleiinunniuenifia fesuonsmasduenifia
wandliifiufsrrningsy vesuiudlesenituiignauinamansuuasladaniomnauiinianuldiuisumileonds
mmm%mwmﬁm “The Indian’s night promises to be dark. Not a single star of hope hovers above his horizon.
Sad-voiced winds moan in the distance. Grim fate seems to be on the Red Man’s trail, and wherever he will
hear the approaching footsteps of his fell destroyer and prepare stolidly to meet his doom, as does the
wounded doe that hears the approaching footsteps of the hunters” (Chief Seattle’s Speech 1854, p. 2). ey
fudleseuitugnldfoulidlueglumnanudufion wnaniitinegesndlsinimuazgnuasilianmsofaunuies
Weeadatinliiunaniiournensfulule: “Later, defeated and placed on reservations, Indians were viewed
nationally as children in need of white supervision” (Abruzzi, 2000, p. 74 . mquyLﬁmawuﬁmﬁmam%ﬁﬂﬁ
a¥uuaunafitlenndn uazairmansenudulvgarsioriewituduisunaudstiagsuiilusuanmanuduey
uazan1ninla: “Today, compared to the national population, Native Americans have significantly lower
median incomes, lower homeownership, increasing health disparities, and twice the level of poverty. These
outcomes are the effects of a system of white supremacy” (The Legacy of Injustices Against Native Americans,
2019, p. 30).
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3. WANTENUVILUARZIIOUYIYADUNI DL UB LAY
1 The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian aiéin@léignenaadymTinuazaninainuduegves

gouiiuduieuluwnanualiuauiituneunarfnnseudinvemanan Wy AnueInay NSAAES mmguLLi\ﬂ,u
AseUA$ Msvumsiungdunaznisliiunnlumies Ssdiliflasdesnangariunioanunsavqeriuainanimsuii
aziitoulaiily aLﬁﬂ%é\'mmiﬁﬁtﬁuﬁqmmLLmamﬂ%ﬁﬁﬂﬁ%naLaﬁﬁ'uamﬁauéfamﬂagﬂummm@ﬁmm’m%m&4 :
“..and the soul wound, the deep long-lasting anguish that began with the arrival of Columbus on Turtle
Istand and the subsequent death, dispossession, and denigration of millions of Native people in the
Americas” (Johnson, 2000, p. 225). mmL%UU’mLLazmmLﬁ%’ﬂﬂﬂmﬂmeiaﬁuﬂwi’amam‘ﬁé’qmiﬂﬁ%’mﬁ
Bersnduvinunaiidwmalininiuiuszauyvidinfi1ouse Brave Heart and DeBruyn (1998) examined the
devastating effects of the trauma:

American Indians experienced massive losses of lives, land, and culture

from European contact and colonization resulting in a long legacy of

chronic trauma and unresolved grief across generations. This phenomenon,

labeled historical unresolved grief, contributed to the current social

pathology of high rates of suicide, homicide, domestic violence, child abuse,

alcoholism and other social problems among American Indians (p. 60).

oldnTiiulszfiuanuenIureswerEuduRsuRdunonduneuu Tuunil 1 eeans alvueaqilesh
\udaininseundiuaziiteuthentn uildesnaseunsivennliiiiuinwesanivieveaisiesinduladsesans
iiolsilfudemndnsuudnsiold quilesldtenenmnuiduiinazvuduannisdesgydeoeanisidesainai
YN %’ﬁLﬂumﬁaummﬂﬁmﬂmamﬁuﬁaﬁummawnaLu%ﬁuﬁuLﬁauaﬂwalﬁﬁiuéuqm : “My parents came from poor
people who came from poor people who came from poor people, all the way back to the very first poor
people” (Alexie, 2007, p. 13). wonanil mmmﬂaugaLﬁwﬁﬂummaﬁﬁ’]ﬁzyﬁv‘hmsiamaLLasmmﬂwuawn
ousfudufsulunany uvesillefduiisnniseu Wevesglesiamausanisnus’ widtanvesgilssTiiu
fazduindeu FmmneanuiudazauiiuuliimieiiusgdaiiosnaziTinianiduegluunanu uivheiigau
wanwnldaunsaldueglslauenainiluauau: “But we reservation Indian don’t get to realize our dreams. We
don’t get those chances. Or Choices. We're just poor. That’s all we are” (Alexie, 2007, p. 15). ﬁ?%%’U@LﬁS%LLé’%
yneusiuduisunnegluipinssuarite daduremnssuinnauniliiu: “You start believing that you're poor
because you’re stupid and ugly. And then you start believing that you’re stupid and ugly because you’re
Indian. And because you’re Indian you start believing you’re destined to be poor. It’s an ugly circle and
there’s nothing you can do about it” (Alexie, 2007, p. 15).

ueninieidnddareuliiuimeinssumsfingadadutigmiousiisansousasshasFinvesauluan
anu aldndlaliduniwaililusienis “Conversations” sasannilngiiriu KCTS 9 Tud A./.2008 11 “wgRAnssunisan
grwesymeuiiuduisulisumieulsaszuiniiunsnszaglunneenynuy” WevesgiflefAngsegrsmindiuusiag
Angsusannsangansle LLazﬁagj‘Uaaﬂ%ﬂﬁﬁﬂiamaqLszm]zaaﬂlﬂﬁmjﬁmaﬂﬁ’mLLawnEJéTa"LULﬁunamawi’uﬂdwmﬁu
thu nsdngslunginssudeniefisnanmnuazifioulaiilsnndneglulavesvmewifuduisuiigyidsainuiy
fnuuuutuiesy wagldarunsanimisesnlinudiala Tuunduniwallusienis “Sherman Alexie on Living
Outside Borders” aiin@nanyinnevaaanaeuania1il “I drink because I'm Indian.” Amaidudendvonevadian
wansdsnisliitunmalufaiewuararudunts eldndndnimginssunisingailunisiatenuesii “Is the
saddest thing imaginable.” uananfimsingsdaiuamnddylsenimiswenadedislunanualiua fau
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FrnunndeadeinangiRimaiiAsadestunisung yuilesandenneny ﬁanuazqﬁu Fedruduauiinsniidu
Qmma‘uaqngﬂﬂul,mﬁ%aL%@%ﬁéﬂﬂiamuaulﬁa%ﬁmmsLauﬂé’ummmmﬂmawnan duudfianvesuiinionn
mndliussnufurmeniuduiedlussieununiauiinamieutuanivoase WeswniAalnluilufivnuneiivs
AUNAUNUAER q%mﬁau%’ﬂ%ﬂw'a LL@%LﬂuéﬁgLﬁﬁJ%%ﬂLLﬁ%Lﬂ’]'ﬁ‘wgﬂﬁﬁ]U‘ﬁLﬁau‘Ua\‘iLm@ﬂmwiﬂﬂﬁmm&lu’]mﬂl’)ﬂlﬂm
ULAY? siamijaﬁa‘uﬁygﬂ%"uLmﬁ@Jﬂﬂamﬂu@mﬁawmifﬁﬂﬁmamﬂ @JLﬁﬁ%iﬁﬂéuwﬁqﬁuﬂzgmmiamqiwawn
slFruduisusaluueuiiuaivndfyedrmiaweinsdeTinlunany fiiedlifauwiniuluenanuiildiy
LA : “I mean, the thing is, plenty of Indians have died because they were drunk. And plenty of drunken
Indians have killed other drunken Indians.” (Alexie, 2007, p. 180) Tuunil 22 aldndanenennuuNIuRoYLA
nysuvesiitioaraluuauvesufinndumavosueanesed wazdevzanssuiinanignimunlvdeseglulunany
wazAeq moluaumundusiiug luunidferasdugosudaialituauisuivin lulavesydesldus
Fondoslimnanfidnlafiduumeflgtiemdediedingaiuainipdnsianrelild ilears¥inlmiffndndu
TAfunuLeN:

| cried because so many of my fellow tribal members were slowly

killing themselves and | wanted them to live. | want them to get

strong and get sober and get the hell off the rez.

It’s a weird thing.

Reservations were meant to be prisons, you know? Indians were

supposed to move onto reservations and die. We were supposed

to disappear.

But somehow or another, Indians have forgotten that reservations

were meant to be death camps (Alexie, 2007, p. 216).

waFnssunsldmnugunssunseuniuasnginssunisdumesaungdudvadnudiulasylluenasuald

weu lunfneauiipdefisfweanssmvesmnfioudnrenniifnefings uadldmdshiesfuazuivonaniy
U524 : “His father is drinking hard and throwing hard punches, so Rowdy and his mother are always walking
around with bruised and bloody faces” (Alexie, 2007, p. 18). mmL%Umﬂﬁ]’mﬂﬁ(ﬂﬂLﬁum?ja%mmma;ml,iﬂu
AsoUA$ dmalvisnAdngfnssunininuassoudumsungBudeies fvasouanindnveas: fiinduundeButing
Wqamimﬁﬁn%ﬂm’%aﬂﬁul,l,ﬂﬁqﬁﬁurﬂmstwé'hLaQﬁ?uﬁﬂmmLLé”JWmmmﬁ'%ﬁﬁwmam%fﬁmaﬁ?ﬁmﬁaﬂauﬁlaainﬁ
AULDILHTEYLN m‘mﬂ,mnmmmaqummimmmfn” (miﬂammamﬂummmvmeu 2562,p. 3. anundulula
vossmmhlmamemnadulaniuwielunn ensualindsniauas uLssiiuansooninfiiionauuInuraTe ALY
Tuundl 3 Windueyuiafilsadeurdaduiingfuey wasmdyifinaunisunfeuiudangnimiandadilui e
awAu uazidieannsddnlusuenfnensuninisonanse:

‘What’s wrong with you?’ he yelled

‘Everything!” Rowdy yelled back.

‘Rowdy’ fought everybody.

He fought boys and girls.

Men and Women.

He fought stray dogs.

Hell, he fought the weather.

He’d throw wild punches at rain (Alexie, 2007, p. 20).
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adndandundevesnistumedunliddnndunianamienissaanie wndulsaiddulnsaues
(hydrocephalic snisust 1fin uazidnfumskidndonigfismnifou vasauAninneadedinnmakidaniedisen
Finfendesnaraduuyuddn winaunsaddinegsolulifiewsluionnudemunndduanuRaunfiniene wu
flennstn ity 42 § anemdramieen Sndraniedu wolidnuazingns warfidudnvasfivudadndoniwenude
avesisueiilvgRaund winanmeesaidndazguiasansuaziniule uilwindugniunnianananeuluanany
é’aaﬁmmﬁé’alﬁau LEzLEY Lﬁ'mﬁugﬂé’ﬂmﬁmamw Tuflenedesi Aeruazwiunmuesgllosgndedeouniouyndu
ﬁmaﬂﬁaﬁaﬂiwamagjmaamma’l : “My head was so big that little Indian skulls orbited around it. Some of the
kids called me Orbit. And other kids just called me Globe. The bullies would pick me up, spin me in circles,
put their finger down on my skull, and say, ‘I want to go there’” (Alexie, 2007, p. 5). UBNINNNINLYIILUAIIN
mnuaynsensviligiilesdsseutenimiesosnini@nsuotedesdunds wanndadumedsungiednisniedae -
“Everybody on the rez calls me a retard about twice a day. They call me retard when they are pantsing me
or stuffing my head in the toilet or just smacking me upside the head... And you know what happens to
retards on the rez? We get beat up. At least once a month” (Alexie, 2007, p. 6). Lﬁaiﬂaému@JLﬁﬁJﬂULﬁamﬂu
wanan1 iflesgniiteaulnauannaseuasieunsadiiadeUdougiie Tngliaulainqilssasiongfies
14 ¢ LLazﬁmaustuﬁmﬁuugl,ﬁa%ﬁﬁa wanwlendulngiuda: “I fell down. One of the brothers picked me up,
dusted me off, and he kneed me in the balls... The Andruss brother laughed and walked away. Oh, by the
way, did | mention that the Andruss triplets are thirty years old? What kind of men beat up a fourteen-year-
old-boy?” (Alexie, 2007, p. 25).

wennmansalaviiouviyludseiAmansazdmanio?
Buieuud Sidmansenuseanindalastseniiandets nsams

U

Finanulusguazanindnuresieiuiiy
gHULHUAUTIUTINY THURININLYNALATOUATOS

wwaneniiul Msaydeaauausssusniniw nsgadeTiawaznisnaansin warnisaydedndnualdmali
yeuEiudussunsdliviugualunues Saufiarelalunuwesi veanudedunazainsilunues: “Associated

)
a

feelings are helplessness, powerlessness, feelings of inferiority, and disorders in the identification of the self”
(Brave Heart and De Bruyn, 1998, p. 67). FaumnnIdiTindl fuseunalanagldanumse wesndiawildain
wanilifinaen Tuunanuizes “Superman and Me” aidndliidsuiniruafvesvusialuuaulunanualuuaud
wdulauiin Tasinufiuandnauaslanwiunimanagldlssumseensu sidndgninfunazyszumileseiand
mnslaaiumideningBuliinsiurnensiuduiou visvneuitumly:

A smart Indian is a dangerous person, widely feared and ridiculed by Indians

and non-Indians alike. | fought with my classmates on a daily-basis. They

wanted me to stay quiet when the non-Indian teacher asked for answers, for

volunteers, for help. We were Indian children who were expected to be

stupid. Most lived up to those expectations inside the classroom but

subverted them on the outside... As Indian children, we were expected to

fail in the non-Indian world. Those who failed were ceremonially accepted

by other Indians and appropriately pitied by non-Indians. (Alexie, 1997, p. 2)

' < & & v oa 1 O A ' 1 a aa Y « .
atdlsfinu eldn@ndudsjuiuiazunniuarasiinsudsuwladuiinveauiinenues: “I refused to fail.
| was arrogant. | was lucky” (Alexi, 1997, p.2). 1u The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian @JL‘ﬁEJ%VLG’T
denealifenuiuiedymimaunnvedlsaseuluwnanudufeualdunuliinsilufaeuviondde Jamesidu
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fegraveserasditliansaainaussiunalavionnudesiulifuinGould dusiiuldandmavosqies: “He is a
weird old coot, but most of the kids dig him because he doesn’t ask too much of us. | mean, how can you
expect your students to work hard if you show up in your pajamas and slippers?” (Alexie, 2007, p. 33). Tudau
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Iﬁdl,%‘&lus[umaﬂuﬁLmﬁ,g'\mfﬁdWazﬁaaagﬁdau’lﬂﬂﬁﬁuﬂﬁz “Yep, so that means | was staring at a geometry book
that was at least thirty years older than | was... My school and my tribe are so poor and sad that we have to
study from the same dang books our parents studied from. That is absolutely the saddest thing in the world
“(Alexie, 2007, p. 35). mwwi’masmmﬂumaagLﬁﬂ%ﬂ?‘iwlﬁﬁ'awﬁﬁaLLaxﬁIamaﬁaxa%ammm%ammaﬂu%im
Wﬁummaaﬁmﬁuguaﬂ: “..., that old, old, old, decrepit geometry book hit my heart with the force of a nuclear
bomb. My hopes and dreams floated up in a mushroom cloud” (Alexie, 2007, p. 35).
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ANLNSE gLﬁaﬁfmwﬁnlﬁluﬁuﬁ’jwmmL‘?;Jul,ﬁausumazﬂzuaq: “I knew that my best friend had become my worst
enemy” (Alexie, 2007, p. 61) usgilesAfanujaiuiioziasuntamuies anmundentasdsanluwnasuvinld
yilefiuladnnazdesesnlunnunanuiiulufedauisonuifuiin vendmieniusiuiiosasuulasdin
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