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The Community - Based Tourism Development Plan of Phathom Asoke

Community, Muang District, Nakhon Pathom Province
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Abstract

The research aimed to: 1) study the community to solve tourism’s problems; 2) analyze strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities, and threats to develop the community; and 3) make a plan for developing
community tourism in Phathom Asoke Community. The data were collected from 29 interviewers which
were village headman, representatives from Huai Plu Hospital, assistant village headman, shop owners,
local villagers and Thai tourists. The research materials were In-depth interview for semi-structured
interview, observation form and SWOT analysis.

The research found that the Phathom Asoke Community was a simple lifestyle based on sufficiency
economy. The SWOT analysis found that the strengths include: the prototype community had vegetarian
food, had public communal consumption, it was as a source of learning about herbal medicine and had
a Boonniyom TV channel. The Weaknesses include: the area around the community did not reach the
practice of the Community, there were no tour guide, vegetarian restaurant was not popular for tourists
and 4) the community site was not up to date. The Opportunities included: 1) government agencies provide
budget support, the tourists were interested in health tourism, national development plan volume 12
based on sufficiency economy philosophy and there was environmental energy conservation. And the
threats include: there were competitors in herbal medicine, restaurants outside the community grabbed
the interest of tourists more, access roads were inaccessible, and tourism behavior was also a characteristic
of leisure rather than learning. The Phathom Asoke tourism development plan has a vision is “Phathom
Asoke Community will be a learning resource, health tourism, propagate lifestyle Dharma Asoke and

practice the Buddha precepts”.

Keywords: tourism development plan, community based tourism, Phathom Asoke community
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