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Abstract

Cavalade is one of an important forage lesume that the Department of Livestock Development
encourages farmers to grow for hay making used as animal feed during the dry season. The objective of
this research was to study the effect of different fertilizers on growth and yield of Cavalcade. The
experiment was divided into three treatments each three replications that were commercial solil,
commercial soil mixed with vermicompost, and commercial soil with chemical fertilizer, respectively.
Plant height, leaf width, leaf number and dry matter yield were collected for 12 weeks. The results
showed that plant height and leaf width of all three groups were not statistically different (P> 0.05),
while using commercial soil resulted in the highest number of leaves per plant, followed by the use of
vermicompost and chemical fertilizer, respectively (P<0.05). At the end of the experiment at 12 weeks,
there was found that the use of vermicompost mixed with soil gave the best dry matter yield, followed
by the use of chemical fertilizers and commercial soil at 21.15, 12.78 and 10.35 grams per square meter,

respectively (P<0.05).
Keywords: vermicompost, chemical fertilizer, commercial soil, cavalcade, growth
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