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Abstract

“Naga” belief is the faith linking the way of life of Thai residents who has the culture linked with
“water.” Water is the main factor necessitates for agricultural way of life. Naga is both the symbol of
“water” and the name of ‘eroup of people’ and ‘spirituals’ conserving Buddhism. The symbol of Naga
has been long-believed in the Southeast Asia landscape. Its belief was related with the ethnic groups in
Asian regions. Like ‘rice,” Naga is both original belief in local groups and mixed with the influence of Indian
culture. In fact, in the culture with the respect of ‘Naga’ (snakes), Thais, Laos, Khmers has paid respect
with Naga since the pre-historic periods. There were many patterns of Naga on clay sculptures in Ban
Chiang, Udon-Thani province. Many sculptures of them appear Naga patterns such as on Bronze Drum,
Naga pattern on clothes together with the ground land underneath Pra That Kam Luang and Pra That
Ong Dam in Vientiane, Laos.

Apart from the fear of its poisons, it can be stated that wherever there is water, there will be the
belief epics of Naga such as the beliefs of Pinthawokwati Naga. Thanamun Naga, Chiva Naga who had
built Kong, Mun, Chi Rivers, and the belief of establishment of Khmer land, originating Naga ancestors,
had matriarch power called Queen Liew Yae, Queen Mera, or Queen Soma. Queen Soma was the ruler
of the Kinedom of Funan and the first monarch of Cambodia. She was also the first female leader of
Cambodia. She was the consort of Kaundinya | (also known as “Hun Tean” and “Preah Thong). She was
defeated by Khuandinya, a young Brahmin, who shipped from India and he had married with a Naga
woman. Later, they were the origin of Khmers. Based on Naga belief, it represents the beliefs of Naga
and developed to be the arts and sculptures for citizens in these regions.

Dvaravati, the entrance and pier of all merchants, is the land of wealth in Buddhist cultures among
11"-16" Buddhist Century. it shows the affluence of Dvaravati arts explicitly in the characteristics of arts
on Thailand and the arts of Theravada and Mahayana Buddhist branches and influence of Brahmins and
spirits. All of these mixtures create Dvaravati arts in almost all regions of Thailand. Most of them came
from the Buddhist beliefs, adopting from Gupta arts, post-Gupta arts, and Amaravati arts of India. Naga
is the prototype found in Dvaravati arts. These Dvaravati sculptures were decorated on religious places
and they were the components of architectures and Buddhist images. Based on the study, it was found
that the pattern of Naga art had adopted from the belief of house spirituals of Naga as the guards of
religious places which was influenced from Amaravati arts. Therefore, the model of Naga face was similar
to Amaravati arts. This discovery showed the portrayal of all citizens in this mainland that they had
gained the influence of, Lanka art of India mixed with the local beliefs to mobilize as the patterns of

Naga in Dvaravati arts.

Keywords: Naga, sculpture, Dvaravati art
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