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The significance of using number three and seven in fairy tales and folklores

Nupong Phusri*” and Phaisan Phengsuai'

'English Department, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Nakhon Pathom Rajabhat University

*nupong2010@windowslive.com

Abstract

This academic paper presents figures that have influenced fairy tales and folk tales seen from the
past to the present. Presenting the significance of the number three and seven in the story has the main
purpose of enabling readers to recognize the characters, important places and events in the story lead to
a connection to the Christian evidences underlying the number three and seven. From studying the
importance of both numbers, it was found that the number three is often presented in a comparative
form, roles and events whereas the number seven is presented as a perfect character or event which is

related to the Christianity as the number three.
Keywords: Number three, Number seven, Fairy tales, Folklores

1. Uni

o 3

“manfailsununud. ddngnaudiuldvesadilunans Fesesmnieeviedniufiutudiing
mansauesrumantsluiodin egndlsfionu uenamdseniufignindutheudndidedesiind il lunousy
idmuilunansdewennmienewaniiiniesdusynevetamildingeiu ndnde nsldmneavaa (the rule
of three) A7887491%1 “Once upon a time...a queen was sitting and sewing by a window with an ebony
frame. While she was sewing, she looked out at the snow and pricked her finger with the needle. Three

Y '

drops of blood fell onto the snow.” [1] 31nfv8190 1R uTIMarwAuTnand AT LT unsuladesvesliniu

'
P o

“alutlifuaunassiiadn” wiaslifeudniauiiindemouuardedunalulsslongnineiviludediiondies

uAanumeaiiuilvaasgiiue snnndiidldvield andssleadrafudindnvesinudesaluilsituauueseiadn
fuindusedsiiuraulasgreBslunsinaueninoiavaiu (number three) Ausingegludniunazlaiifiosus
dnuwiiu msthiauesUnuumineavauagninUldfuanudeuussiandy o Snunn dmuiiutiuuay
nuvsuust udu faguil Liabenow [2] nanatiluunainuveasedn “This pattern also occurs across other
fairy tales, folklore, and mythologies; often the number three is involved, ... (1)” E)Eiﬂﬂlﬁﬁmﬁﬂu‘umzﬁgﬂl,mu
mstiauennsavausnganylfesadilunuBsutssanin dnuiudy vielimuliuus mnsauda
(number seven) LosfildFuausutuiAatu aui Liabenow [2] 1#nd1297 . often the number three is
involved, but the numbers four and seven are also quite popular (1)” enfoatunsialuTliviuides
Todednlueglutuarldfunstsmdornaunassiadnau vioudinssiedmuiudiuredlne wuluFesdines

vimauadsaiarudrugariesdiuiudt “saun” duindugnaniiaeiigaluussmiidesianue vieluseuia
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Uszindluazanuilovesauluusiazgiinig Sefilsuianudeiinsessilunudeuiy 9 dnuldlisededn
Aaeu wazdsvayitunisaniiugia suluiamdndniveisns q Agnaesunsnliluimufieudifenuguaesn o
atielsimussausznevvesmslafuaiusinglufiniu wasmmdseduinduiosiiiaulads deduluunanud

v

fidsuishvssiumslimnearamuasmnsaudafinusnnglummieeviednuiiutuiisdunetan
ATIPALULIVOIAINILNY AUFIAYRADAIUNITUTHULTIBUAINALDULAZAIIUF1TBINTITVINBLAVAN LAY
Balu 4 L%'Iawiavl,ﬂﬁﬁa 304 Beauty and the Beast TuaUuae4 Jeanne-Marie Leprince de Beaumont 304
Rumpelstiltskin Wag Snow White Iuaﬁummamﬁﬁmmzqaﬂ%uﬁ wavi3e3 Goldilocks and the three bears s
Tdusnguiaigusis
2. Inguszesd

2.1 Wefnuarumingwazaruddyresnsidmnaavauuasmnsaudalumniosuasinuiutiy

2.2 L“WEJL'LJ%"E’J'ULﬁ‘c’J'Uﬂ’J’uJLWﬁEJULLaSQ’J’]MG]"NEUENWEJ’]EJLﬁ?Jﬁ’]iJLL@%MM’]EJLa"UL%ﬂ

3. Beauty and The Beast

QL%EJuL%'admmaﬂuﬁﬂammwﬁﬁaazm wad mﬂL%"aﬂammﬁ”‘uL%’ﬂsmEJaqﬂuaﬁwmﬁaﬁésﬁﬂﬁ%mm
Jouegrannluganils uiluaduvesunau e Tusesd (Madame de Beaumont) Mazasndisanilubosdisling
wazfianmufusionn 7 au Fusedutiosnuasieduusinfianasseulnensouaifidaindniaiaauduay
‘vié’ﬂmmL%'amamamﬂ%aﬁLLé’aﬁaiwLﬂuﬁwmu@hLamﬁaugiamwﬁqm (number of completion and perfection)

teeniinsdedaannnsedudsludainnszdnldnanlunisadralaniauaiaiu daiumneeudadadusiau

'
=

Afiandansatuil Schimmel [3] 1#nanald31 “...Christian belief that seven is the perfect number-the number
f

q

LY a

of the attributes of God (132-133)” fazasienvdsluFesilifutiosanaugatiosdedianuadiefuiniudos
du q fifanvedesuniiidedeasuen Lﬁaw'1ﬂgﬂ?mﬂuqﬂﬁaaﬁﬂlﬁ%mmaulﬁmﬂw'aLL@JM%W 9 AUlALEND
wisaniludesifdwientu mariensilusuiswhinmummndesiomuaniosinlufiaesay
vniduiwds viedanuaainusiaIesannsaedisealdmadudusaunasfudnvaszidu (motif vos
Imudifishazasausvseriadllneyiens Mgty Funelsaauazgnuyauiafliuufnnisaiiednumy
wiuiluimuie Wit dnvasidefinseiufuesiidesdudos Cinderella uar The Three Little pigs
ImuiFedlaunuiuiinmeegsatures Madame de Beaumont iadaswheimnmsaliveiiumaludene
Tudleslnsgnanaulaisassaulifesvelifiiunetevessfysaunsadinanluidies vausfiyasanaudn
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JuweldtinTewhunihdnammdmiudrefurennravamesnuisiaduladenennmaiuilituyasanau
dn filatuegseuindfidihienineasiondin widwededogslitin Tnssonfunsuanddsulsing
yasammilarunianegfiumamivegshenut uiueuihmihidenduresgnaneudnmuiuvaduin lasd
ogsnuiiinarmeunifissanufuluniswiynsanueglutimesauniutennas “He begs the Beast not to kill
him, so the Beast relents and tells him that if one of his daughters is willing to die in his place he will
forgive him, but he has only three days to return” [4] mszsLﬁuﬁﬁﬂﬁ@,%uwUdﬂi@idwmﬂumﬁﬁﬂmﬁmu
Tufinnu Smuitutiu viednuududs ansiasng 5]mmﬂfuﬁﬂgﬂﬁmumiﬁué’aLﬁ%ﬁ]maiuami’ul,vhﬁfu wazda
azaandeanludesiinuieiusedosegivegsionslumammudennandunmamiou wudsiuled
(Psyche) lufimuusuusvesniniidesinsiamudgmmsvesmitosTnslavifiduinsnvssnnaings 3 afs
ilofigatidnuiinfdoynsyoveamszuns sxiuldinluinunareiFesdoulivanesavarududaimuniian
Schimmel (3] lénanaimsldmnemvauiifedesiunarfuiiaruduiusuan fufsludaigaddeuigl
vaudayililifunssiindinsslavamaiaiiolduvuazeusufmsadriveludandeflmszesdnaenly
wsziausinvarialngudalileusiegluiiomesa nwiudunarawiuiseslouwioonunlfuufufu
(69)

aueusiuly ndsanldvesygnegsiienduluiBeueiitiudenndauduazinds deogsau
ﬁ?uiﬁaigﬁgwiﬁﬂﬁulﬂL?T&JJJWEJWLWENWijdéj‘LJmﬁ (7 Ju) “After three months have passed, Beauty confesses to
the Beast that she misses her father. The Beast allows her one week to return to her family (73)” el
nanlilumeudy mnsaudamunnuderesmamaiadildBoulilunseduisludaduifvindusiauiiiiian
wsedutuiinssidmseaslan LLaxLﬁuﬁmﬁ’uﬁmﬁﬂanagﬁﬂaaﬁﬂaqiﬁﬂLU%EJUl@TﬁUL%mi’uﬁiumﬁlﬁﬁwmm
ponluaniFerfiomiufuiiiadndminitwianlan 40 fu muanuvssasdvemszidriifesnsasrhatedng
Tan wazntsdunduesunidumnefamsiugaveniviu dumnefamsnnlremdeanuileldoudidure
wagnsnduiniunamiiienagivegs Wutsssmneiansaugnnnulanisnesegseiidesegifivsdiia [3)
imuatvilfienuedesutuinmuaturesiatddmuiriufindulufivsam sdeanwuiegsemdmunan
melauagisonaunnasiuinvsemuuigrslaswhlimuuddeuaansnaisseanegaidumemiuguan fsi
Liabenow [2] lénanuieuselian msilufuganimendmeduiimieusunsziegiinssiiufuinannisgness
lﬁmaLmu%é’nf\]’mmigﬂmmulﬂuL’Jmawi’uﬁ’mm “The transformation and recuperation after starving

himself for three days could very well be a parallel to Jesus rising from the grave three days after his

crucifixion (4)”

4. Rumpelstiltskin
ﬁ‘vlmﬁyuﬁmsuaaLaaiﬁuﬂizﬁuﬁmaaaﬂﬁﬁmmisQaﬂ'%mil,’ﬂuﬁﬂviﬁaL’%'mﬁﬁé’ﬂwmzLﬁiuiuL'%'aﬂﬂﬁsifi’fﬁaLmJ
A&fuI3os Beauty and the Beast lasiloidossuduanfidudnldiduiimessmuarorndrehynsanvesmu
asadudunsinaraluneild Wensyswlddusafuiuinarunensefeduegrannicldndalm
ynsaveseuinndniwarliiaulas nstudurdndunesd maliaansaildegsiingnlidanves
naITRRInatlnelaensUTE TN Iuﬁuﬁy’maqﬁﬁﬁmaﬁ'mﬁﬂﬂi’mgﬁa “All of a sudden, a peculiar little
man appear”[5] n¥oufuigsUntiemiendalaeitouanideufioadosne Lwaﬂ']iaif:l,ﬁm%uaam%gwuﬂizﬁﬂ
Aufiany m&ﬁ"mLﬁma'EJUWﬂ%aqmﬂumﬂmnmﬁqanmﬂ"LéfLwimuﬁ'UWizﬁwﬁm@qanﬁmaumﬂm%’uﬂWﬂiuﬁuﬁ

nusnsaldagifiuinnistismdsdniunisunfauase@asafiautudniudeinsudaguns uazaseds
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WINNIERIATINHIUNNIIMINIUgIRiNyLYe s as (turning point) Aaiu Booker [6] lananililunisdevesiunie

S

“The seven basic plots: Why do we tell stories?” 711 “What we see in all these examples is how ‘three’ is
the final trigger for something important to happen. Three in stories is the number of growth and
transformation (231)” Sﬁﬁaamﬂﬁmﬁmgmsg’mm Axel Olrik Hinafvuing1vriauniad Danli [7] Téedunelily
Inerdnusvenseilulmuiiuthuindnssuasnissiudndsuau 3 asiBenistuenanyilfvmnisaidudu
widselidesansasuiululdeniu (14)

9819l5AMY Becker-Cantarino [8] lﬁﬂqmﬁﬂﬁmuﬁuﬁmﬁm Rurmnpelstiltskin maaaaaﬁﬁmngaﬂ%uﬁdﬂ

Dudmuyaligy nandedunisaenendessinniugiuvesiwesiu duiudalullldhdnusesdiszBady

Tu Aadevesnueesiu ieawnluanissuil 17-18 Wy Aawiasadlumaunniidnsnaniniignresuszme
mdudenamseinuiuinulseinnudumauidilunesdeduiodesedeus (1) sndregratu ndawnd
W1l ABALENaNTANUNIZINYILEILAZNTIAINTZATIAYATAULINAUNTT I Y183 1ENAUTINYAITUBNAS

wiaufunsmdga uwindandsiailinaadunszsdiudnduuiasiiazenynsvasauliiugesiadn e

& A

watudddiiadennadlmisnadinanie mangeanansamlihieveseisdniufedeozlsiuaseeuyf
Fotonue lneflfousiindesannsavenieveswnldnieluauumindu “If you can suess my name in three
days, you may keep the child. If not, he will be mine. I’'ll be back tomorrow, at midnight.” [5] Faluusaziu
ndsansosnssinimsiadniuioorlslasndeanildvuuuiifaotuaudcuiiandaduuanie Tulgamds
anﬁmmmuaﬂ%amawwéwLﬁﬂlﬁgmﬁaﬂﬁastmszhsJm%amammiﬁLLauazﬂmaammwﬁuémﬂ?ﬂﬂiuﬂw e
%aﬁuamugnﬂmmwwﬁ'mﬁﬂm%ymﬂsmLLazaﬂéﬂwaaﬁamaaﬂLﬂuaaqdquéf’mmmimiw “_.in his anger he
stamped with his right foot so hard that it went into the ground above his knee; then he seized his left
foot with both his hands in such a fury that he split in two, and there was an end of him.” [5] 310
mesajﬁsmﬂ'ﬁmé‘ﬂﬁﬂ'ﬁwﬁaLanaaﬂL“f]uaana'aufjmm'iaé’NSﬂé’mmﬁmsmmmwsz Ly ¥4 Liabenow [2]
95U1811 “In the gospel of John, when Jesus in on the cross, he speaks three times before he gives up his

spirit. When he dies, the veil of the temple is torn in two (6)” ?3&Lﬂuﬂ’aaxmsuaﬂﬁqﬁgmwm%ﬁm

5. Snow White

LY

Bettelheim [9] na1ainaluihwiunilduinuiitedownign ewnfunusesivainvaiedadngn

U
v

W ldlunisiesignvesnss (199) wagsisanulidnvuzidunisniudiavnusingluiiniudaus

Uasesaunszivaudeusidnaznunneavauuainegluitosdaoud1ann 13essasususiiensy 3 dvindy

¥

wnalovariiduinntuiinsslaiinlwaeenunanuvenasuuiing andunsyundsedvgulitivynsiidanzindd
“as white as snow, as red as blood, and as black as the wood of the window frame” [1] nUselantnenuil

guInsidansanudiudnianunuieiifeideduisesdydnwalnnand Wy dv1ivuiefans nuassdvse

[N a =i o ot

AULIaNs nanfegngduaisneudnludesinwauuignsieliiumenyuiausn Fadudigndgegn

Y v 9 U
o 4

A1AnII91ndenu (social expectation) Wiadnadgiosyiugauasdulunaradudydnvalmanafiiivundi

] o

Avdanuiuniaunazdumnsnmsensoulunisasedion diudiuumnefieniuunINsTIHYIR Jautusuina

=

Tudlhvifiasuynduusienievese Wy FH7v1910vinzunuAIINUTans SulUINTLaI uUBnfLaurng

v @ L4

FrerusazduNLTL A UaNIIRNNAINSTINYIRveLiBaIusnTY AarlAedydnvalfivenanuduwands

YDIUAAY IUUSIIN F991 Vaz da Silva [10] nanaliluunainuan “These colors often carry with them a specific

cultural importance, though the exact significance varies from culture to culture (241)” Tuivwdead dlus
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LN

Tawituindugndgslugauniivesans 9 Samusssudslizusiannuuazdsznaudoawd (tricolor pattern) 7y
imusguuredsifaumesnumunuvatuve s dugaunfvean Tausss

wialuflsiasdundgeanivianivazdoulou Lm'LLﬂLgaﬂia%waﬁmlﬁﬁ%%’ﬂLLazLé‘uw@amﬂﬂ nav
wmmuaaué’amﬁa‘luﬂaﬁwm&Jﬂ%gﬁaEJm’m%%aﬁwaﬂumwmmﬁw@amaﬁuwﬂﬂ’h‘wwmnmuLLUUaﬁurzﬁmﬁﬂu
gauAf duiaduaeyilialulvidemauniid e dinsenannituiisdate aunseitomdeaninui
nszteundadnnansts melunsevieiulseneude 113 a1uldemns uini wesiissueudn 4 dwesmnuie
arfiogsanidn vaouneueuuenULsssANusauNEs Mnsfinisludaiesiivnismuilinefituiise
Junsyiafiesaninefeiieiidavnegnaaaianed “Snow White tries to sleep in the bed of each of the seven
dwarves, but they are all too short or too long, until she tries the seventh bed” [1] waziflonuuaszuIds
fitunuinfindgwdanninuiveuuuiie nﬂﬂumqﬂiwmmiaLwiﬁmgwumiﬁw@ﬂmaagﬁﬂiwiamﬁ’uwanmu
deswnaluslnidundgenitasnuiiindivilaazerndatusiiivinfiwnenddnvardodivildussmauuasy
iﬁﬂQﬂ‘ljxmaiuﬂﬁﬁ@lzﬂwﬂﬁmﬁu \Wumsuansdaussusisaumamaiimnniisendsanluguuuuamnudurnms
e sexual desire uiluraiziieafunaladeusavdveasefhliivarnuuassiuidnasans luAuuesau
waszAuTindesneluusuiuioununnssauduiiovassTvindanldueuinieussaifindl “The seventh
dwarf sleeps with the other dwarves, an hour in each bed until morning, rather than getting into his own
bed where Snow White laid” [1] L.Lax‘ijL“f]uffhasmﬂﬁﬂixﬁwﬁLLamﬁnmmﬁmzmmauymﬂmamuLmisﬂuﬁﬁm
S'ﬁalaimLL‘UaﬂIﬁ]Lﬁ'aﬂf\mmmﬂmmmmﬁmaﬂdnlﬂfﬁawﬁwﬁﬂmmaLa‘uL%ﬂﬁaéhLawmmmauyiamwﬁmaa
(number of perfection)

ogsiinanluluneufuimneaudadingnihsnldunuanuvanefeuanysaluuy Fodunnsitatula
p1dwagvhunanuLATE L iadmne T nuasysaiuazanuUannfoandiudidedaine Tnefialuilidsld

aglagilauszlovd wwallannadeg vauasennsevien guanelutiundsainfiauuaseriadneantuyinau

¢l

fifednvaranuduindduanaivesdluilvifisuesiuldaniniubesd sunseimdandemuiugaauain

nskideilsussniauuasziuindinudadszaseusulas Wesdduwiidedaievasudilungasivasnde

<

dluilwidenaweylaoueity Jsluvssnuidideunesililymszalutbniduauean uimszanuldifesan

v
[

fifweuselanivilfisedelanuudanniingudasnan funsafudnvardniseindwusiiin nanie duaie
A9 LEAEETU Bunfeauuiant ladelfifean ansiidmAenisnssrinfininnisdaia (nsldidedle)
wihlUgynuvestin vismnfialushvifunaueudasuefimdnluudaiy vismeuuassiadndshinswemds
aldlilulasunn LLasm'é’mngas“Jami’u “While Snow White appears to be dead from having eaten the
poisoned apple, the dwarves mourn for three days” [1] %aaamﬂﬁaﬂﬁ’uwssﬁmﬁﬂuLﬁadmé’amﬂﬁwww%ﬁ

= | 2 X ' i ° = ' 9 i = s A a4 N oa )
Qﬂg’]ﬁq‘lllﬂ’]\‘iLmuﬂuauw53°UulluuLﬁa’]aq']ﬂm’]\iﬂﬁ’]ﬂﬁquLa&ﬂﬁ]a%aqﬂ'ﬂu ADUNNITLDIAELNTINUAUINDNASTY [2]

= o

drunanaUianaluihnlsfudnlutuauisafanuwatelianesuiuionladnasuiuluaiwewudadunald

neulIiuan133eRNALAEAIUTY (Tree of the knowledge of good and evil) aulufiaanszidndadulanse

Y

sonnaukasinlinsgiiseuslanluliuntudemeguulanuywd Tuvaeiisiswesaluilnindulvasglu

lasuituffiunaudiass JuniwiziBeudeuanaldun ungn unNsWIU Lazunl @9 Bettelheim [9] Na1391

& a & & o W ¢ a A o = & | o v & 2 & =
unsauiatusiradudydnvalvesailayan Indrdnanuluging wazausn (213) Asiuaindseauilsnda
Anununglainnisiunndendeuvesunivauedatunineinisdugaanudundgsaniilsifesawazisudu
Souslanlulmivdsanisenu vulanildldaeanlawuuasinouwdulanfidiulusennuas anulneiie waz

msesen MnUsziuivliisaunsassiausessiveanssegluriinszesdinssUszainig uaznisundou
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YesunyaudadunadtefunIsiunIsvesdIntnUsveg (the three wise men) AidrvesdiAnanusuliun

S

WIzley 3oiiendn The gifts of magi Wwediullealuilviiuiy wevsliaflyqiuazissudifedulaniuil

LNNYULULD

6. Goldilocks and the Three Bears

Bettelheim [9] nanrindmuidesifidemdeniisatumsdunuiiesdaduuduies (theme) ndnlngsu
Asuenian® 9 sean1sliuaneavay lnswiesuieinfiasasidinainudnes (Goldilocks) wenenuidldly
nsgviewdsanuads Insadausnnenenusosaenriuniivhafsmiuasds anduuesaensunasuUssitedsen
flasogluthuvdelsl wazaaisiongualuasdlulutunssieundsdulddnga (219) msldmnsiavan
finnudrdaluunuimvendnarnudneduiniudediilusgrann nanie wnarmeeudilulutiues
Auntanuiiuazasstafannd Audn warusuuwifios wihniglutuasgniawieudegunsal uaznsugly
ogsazauyaLAldImngRIzInziuse wuisundudaiuly vishdewAuly vielinuisiiefeuuly
vieBuAulufsspduiliiounesinuatioundnmeneumeanuidufnureadnannudnesnnsassin
RN uananil Bettelheim [9] feBureifisfnt mnsavanduiuudiariifsfosiuifesnalaonseds
wuldlumnuidumeuazndgananide unumanudu vie wi uazgn ddilesiléindazasifinanonudneazios
fvuaunumvesiuselesluaseuadililiinseareglugiuzeslsvesnsounia uarluneiigaidenseuasmila
ilsnduidhunlutunssvenidessenanslaifieiuinanuanmihynsnidianlutusessy ieiinaninudnes
fudu welinivnnduazauauviioenantiunssesndsiueganninihunaauiuasdresasound
wilaud 1nUspiuiinaunsasuddeldhanuiuisdbivumantudnanunoanszseliliauly
Asounsemil MidusedesimilinnuuasUdesliinseunsmilanuieg e fussasiauy iy figanu

wuvatuinuntinavasasmeA1i1 happy ending

7. unagy
nslimneavauuasmnsaudafivnngluvmiesuasinuiutuduiiauiouasauunnsaiy
namrenslivneavanuazmnsaiadulfuaniiinssdaiifstemisaiadmaulnoanizmnnisald
Usinglunszauisluida dwuenusisvesmneavauiazinfe wusavauiansiiiuisdoinaaiweosnisld
Fnaviifinannindfissuannudadsy nande nuisavaiudngniunldlusvuuuvesnisiisuiisuves
frazes uazunumuiind vasderiudidduansalluadademaundvinliidesmamaduiimaradiunilui
Aetuldegndlsvlitiuamniundetiold flavBuentuinndnaienssq uenainiinisuanadsguuuuveadii
awd 3o the tri-color pattern Usgnaudae Auns A wazdvnduisnguunnngauaianudundgsluga
aferiou dunsiudatumnediauauysaiiuy Wuauanysafluaseuath arwanysoiluviiadideends
visomuanysailudinidudu TnsdnvazdinanannsaSsuiisuldfunsaiistanveanseiiniinssannsaaing
TanlFauysaluuuldnigludntu nnisieneiveanietsuasinuiiutiud 4 Bosdrsdu wuin n1sld
mneavauuazsauiaiulilfduiowassndiousidu mowiduaunaidustwenisfausss
maun fuiuie uasiisn uarisnsazesiidgunentumnegeenuuiusidnuslisuamnsaaniizessn
Shuasiuresdosiy o Iiduet wudeiulannuiuidneegs aluilifuauuasesiada Rumpelstittskin
videusinseisdeainudmudnesfuniianusidnseglulavesinewiudelunasnniaseisnisianesily
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