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Abstract  

The purpose of this academic paper is to explore historical aspects concerning the Native Americans 

and European settlers who migrated to an American continent where the Native Americans had been living 

for more than ten thousand years. It also explores their pain and grief as a result of European settler 

colonialism which led to reducing the native population by ninety percent from pre-colonial times. The paper 

analyzes the American Indians’ life in the Spokane Indian reservation which Sherman Alexie depicts in his 

young adult fiction The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian. This academic paper aims to point out 

how the traumatic history devastatingly affects the Spokanes’ life and how their despair significantly leads to 

Junior’s decision to search for a better chance in life.  
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2.
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 

-

    
Thus, according to Ward Churchill, a professor of ethnic studies at the 
University of Colorado, the reduction of the North American Indian 

represents a ‘vast genocide…, the most sustained on record.’ By the end of 
the 19th century, writes David E. Stannard, a historian at University of Hawaii, 
native Americans had undergone the ‘worst human holocaust the world had 
ever witnessed, roaring across two continents non-stop for four centuries and 
consuming the lives of countless tens of millions of people’ p. 1 .   

 , “After the independence of the United States was 
can settlers began their century-long westward expansion, largely 

w p. 1  

at “The list of infectious diseases that spread from the Old World to the New 

Debyn
among inhabitants of the Old World, Native Americans lived in a relatively disease-
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“To some, however, this is enough In itself to warrant the term genocide. 

and starvation in the ghettoes are counted among the victim of the 
Holocaust, Indians who died of introduced diseases were as much the 
victims of the Euro – American genocidal war as were those burned or 

p.  

“ -
achieve his purpose, Jackson 

 

“Food was scarce and disease 
ran rampant on the overland routes as well, which proceeded in spite of lethal cold or searing heat for more 

 

of the Trail of Tears still reverberates within tribal communities. Tragically, it wouldn’t be the last time that 
the U.S. government imposed its will  

“The Indian’s night promises to be dark. Not a single star of hope hovers above his horizon. 
Sad-voiced winds moan in the distance. Grim fate seems to be on the Red Man’s trail, and wherever he will 
hear the approaching footsteps of his fell destroyer and prepare stolidly to meet his doom, as does the 
wounded doe that hears the approaching footsteps of the hunters” . 

 “Later, defeated and placed on reservations, Indians were viewed 
nationally as children in need of white supervision”  . 

“Today, compared to the national population, Native Americans have significantly lower 
median incomes, lower homeownership, increasing health disparities, and twice the level of poverty. These 
outcomes are the effects of a system of white supremacy” tices Against Native Americans, 
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3.  
 The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 

 
 

“…and the soul wound, the deep long-lasting anguish that began with the arrival of Columbus on Turtle 
Island and the subsequent death, dispossession, and denigration of millions of Native people in the 

, , p. 
 Brave Heart 

  
American Indians experienced massive losses of lives, land, and culture 
from European contact and colonization resulting in a long legacy of 
chronic trauma and unresolved grief across generations. This phenomenon, 
labeled historical unresolved grief, contributed to the current social 
pathology of high rates of suicide, homicide, domestic violence, child abuse, 
alcoholism and other soci   

 

  
people who came from poor people who came from poor people, all the way back to the very first poor 

Alexie, . 
 

  

” lexie,  
 

because you’re stupid and ugly. And then you start believing that you’re stupid and ugly because you’re 
Indian. And because you’re Indian you start believing you’re destined to be poor. It’s an ugly circle and 

Alexie, , p.  
 

“Conversations” KCTS 9 “
” 

 

“Sherman Alexie on Living 
Outside Borders” “I drink because I’m Indian.” 

“It’s the 
saddest thing imaginable.” 
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 e drunk. And plenty of drunken 
Alexie,   

 
I cried because so many of my fellow tribal members were slowly 
killing themselves and I wanted them to live. I want them to get 
strong and get sober and get the hell off the rez. 
It’s a weird thing. 
Reservations were meant to be prisons, you know? Indians were 
supposed to move onto reservations and die. We were supposed 
to disappear. 
But somehow or another, Indians have forgotten that reservations 
were Alexie,  . 

 

Alexie, . 18 . 
  

p. . 

 
‘What’s wrong with you?’ he yelled 
‘Everything!’ Rowdy yelled back. 
‘Rowdy’ fought everybody. 
He fought boys and girls. 
Men and Women. 
He fought stray dogs. 
Hell, he fought the weather. 
He’d throw wild punches at rain Alexie,  p. . 
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hydrocephalic

  
around it. Some of the 

ld pick me up, spin me in circles, 
Alexie, p. . 

“Everybody on the rez calls me a retard about twice a day. They call me retard when they are pantsing me 

retards on the rez? We get beat up. At least onc Alexie, p. 6 . 
 

“I fell down. One of the brothers picked me up, 
dusted me off, and he kneed me in the balls… The Andruss brother laughed and walked away. Oh, by the 
way, did I mention that the Andruss triplets are thirty years old? What kind of men beat up a fourteen-year-
old- Alexie, p. . 

 

feelings are helplessness, powerlessness, feelings of inferiority, and disorders in the identification of the self” 
 

“Superman and Me” 
 

 
A smart Indian is a dangerous person, widely feared and ridiculed by Indians 
and non-Indians alike. I fought with my classmates on a daily-basis. They 
wanted me to stay quiet when the non-Indian teacher asked for answers, for 
volunteers, for help. We were Indian children who were expected to be 
stupid. Most lived up to those expectations inside the classroom but 
subverted them on the outside… As Indian children, we were expected to 
fail in the non-Indian world. Those who failed were ceremonially accepted 
by other Indians and appropriately pitied by non-Indians.   

“I refused to fail. 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 
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weird old coot, but most of the kids dig him because he doesn’t ask too much of us. I mean, how can you 

that was at least thirty years older than I was… My school and my tribe are so poor and sad that we have to 
study from the same dang books our parents studied from. That is absolutely the saddest thing in the world 

 old, old, old, decrepit geometry book hit my heart with the force of a nuclear 
 

 

ll these kids have given up,” he said.  “All your 
friends. All the bullies. And their mothers and fathers have given up, too. And their grandparents gave up and 

Alexie   

 

 
Alexie  61  
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