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Abstract

From the excavation at Nern Phra Ngam, Phra Ngam temple at Nakhon Pathom, besides the
excavation of “demon’s terracotta sculpture”, there was one stone inscription in Dvaravati period in

north of Nern Phra Neam archaeological site on October ZNd, 2019. It made from gray stone in rectangle;
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the remaining parts were Sanskrit Palawan scriptwhich could be clearly read, mentioned the words
“Dvaravatiwibhuti” meaned “The Great Person of Dvaravati”.That was confirmed the existence of city
named “Dvaravati” and having leaders in government. Therefore, Dvaravati might be the region and the
kingdom that had been occurred when the leaders, the governors and the aristocracy driven the society
with their own citizen, territories, and sovereignty. The ruling classes and the upper classes comprised of
King, royal family, masters and nobles. From the study of aerial photograph found that there were more
than 63 ancient cities in Dvaravati period. The archeological surveys and excavations also found that
almost ancient towns had the continuity of culture from prehistoric communities, developed to
Dvaravati period when dealing with Indian civilization. So, that area of lower central of the river plain
named Dvaravatimight come from the name of King, country, kingdom, royalty or names of a group of
cities that had the same culture in the period around 11-16 Buddhist century, and being the country
would have the governors and upper classes to support and govern their regions. With the discovery of
Sanskrit inscription inPalawa letters aged around 13" Buddhist century on two silver coins at Nern Hin
Ruins, near Phra Prathon Chedi temple, in Nakhon Pathom in 1943, mentioned “Sri
Dvaravatisuanbhuya” could be translated as “The King Sri Dvaravati who had a noble merit”, the merit
of the King of Sri Dvaravati or the merit of the lord of Sri Dvaravati. This evidence was the proof of
evidence of governor and aristocracy. In addition to the above evidence, it could be studied from others
archaeological evidences in Dvaravati period such as the inscription on terracotta, on copper plate, the

wheel of Dharmachakra and etc.

Keywords: Singha, sculpture, Dvaravati art
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