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The Style of Singha in Sculpture of Dvaravati Period
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Social Studies Program Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
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Abstract

Sinsha was one of the animals that were an auspicious animals, popular in ancient art, the
same as sphinx in Civilization of Ancient Egypt, Singha in bas-relief of Assyria. Singha was an auspicious
animal symbol of China and East Asian countries. Singha was a symbol of protection and war leader.
The belief of Singha was widespread both in Europe and Asia. In Asia, it was assumed that the belief of
Singha came from India. Said that it was the belief in Brahminism that Singha was the vehicle of gods,
such as the Sun, the Goddess of Thurakha and Ganesh. In Buddhism, Singha was considered a symbol of
the Shakyawong of the Buddha. There was also mentioned in the fable of the lord Buddha being
a Singha. As mentioned previously, Singha was one of the auspicious animals which became popular
Fine art in Thailand. Revealed evidences in Dvaravati period, besides of elephant, swan and nagaq,
Singha was one of the suspicious symbols which appeared in Dvaravati Fine art. The style of Davaravati
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Sinsha was distinctive characteristic, had the unique style to indicate the art in Dvaravati period.
Presuming that the symbol of Dvaravati Singha was the creature conjured by the faith and the beliefs in
Buddhism, represented in power and faith, and the protection of religious place. The creation of Singha
in Dvaravati period often appeared in sculpture, stucco and terracotta, both in round-relief and high-
relief. Popularly used to decorate in religious place in Dvaravati period, especially found in the Ancient
City of Nakhon Pathom, U-Thong Ancient Town, and Khu Bua Ancient Town of Ratcha buri.

Keywords: Singha, sculpture, Dvaravati art
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